
COMPARISONS: 

COMPARISONS: DEVELOP INSIGHT IN THE NATURE OF LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 

As students encounter the similarities and differences between their native and acquired languages, they learn to look at their own language and culture and 

compare it with others. 

STANDARDS: 

ACTFL 

4.1:  Students demonstrate understanding of the nature of language through comparisons of the language studied and their own. 

4.2:  Students demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture through the comparisons of the cultures studied and their own. 

 

CCSS: 

R4:   Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how 

specific word choices shape meaning or tone.   

R5:   Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g. a section,       chapter, scene, or 

stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 

R6:   Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

R7:   Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 

R8:   Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency 

of the evidence. 

R9:   Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.  

R10: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 

W1:  Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

W2:  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of content. 

W3:  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details and well-structured event 

sequences. 

W4:  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W5:  Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

W6:  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 

 

W7:  Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under 

investigation. 

W8:  Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the 

information while avoiding plagiarism. 

W9:  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.       

                                                            



COMPARISONS:  Novice  

I can… 

Novice Low 

1. Identify sound and structural patterns of the target language. 

2. Identify idiomatic expressions of the target language. 

3. Observe connections among languages including word borrowing and cognates, as well as sound and structural patterns. 

4. Make basic comparisons between my language and the target language, including words that look and sound alike. 

 

Novice Mid 

5. Compare and contrast items and products, such as: food, songs, advertisements, stories, etc. 

6. Identify basic stereotypes about the target cultures. 

 

Novice High 

7. Compare and contrast patters in daily life.   

COMPARISONS:  Intermediate  

I can… 

Intermediate Low 

1. Compare and contrast sound and structural patterns of the target language to the native language. 

2. Compare and contrast culturally appropriate patterns of behavior. 

3. Identify differences in patterns of behavior (for example: gestures, manners, dress, and celebrations). 

 

Intermediate Mid 

4. Analyze idiomatic expressions and gestures of the target language and the student’s own language. 

5. Compare the syntax of my language and the target language. 

 

Intermediate High 

6. Explain the concept that language continually evolves. 

7. Compare and contrast cross-cultural stereotypes. 

COMPARISONS:  Advanced  

I can… 

Advanced Low 

1. Identify and explain ways in which language reflects how cultures organize information and view the world. 

2. Identify geographical variations in the target language. 

 

 

 



Advanced Mid 

3. Identify and explain cultural perspectives as reflected in the arts, literature, and world issues. 

4. Identify and explain cultural perspective as reflected in language and behavior.  

 

Advanced High 

5. Compare dialectical variations in the target language and hypothesize how culture affects dialectical differences in the target language. 

 


