
CULTURES:  

GAIN KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF OTHER CULTURES 

Through the study of other languages, students gain a knowledge and understanding of the cultures that use that language.  Students cannot truly master the 

language until they have also mastered the cultural context in which the language occurs.  These cultural perspectives help students understand patterns of 

behavior, ways of life, worldviews, and contributions in the multiple countries and cultures in which the language is spoken. 

STANDARDS: 

ACTFL:    2.1:  Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the practices and perspectives of the cultures studied. 

2.2:  Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the products and perspectives of the culture studied. 

 

CCSS: 

R1:   Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or 

speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

R2:   Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

R3:   Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

R4:    Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how 

specific word choices shape meaning or tone.   

R5:    Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g. a section, chapter, scene, or 

stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 

R6:    Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

R7:    Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 

R8:    Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 

sufficiency of the evidence. 

R9:   Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 

W4:   Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W5:   Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

W6:   Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 

W7:   Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under 

investigation. 

W8:   Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the 

information while avoiding plagiarism. 

W9:   Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

W10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorten time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) 

for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

 



CULTURES:  Novice 

I can… 

Novice Low 

1. Converse using appropriate forms of address (formal and informal). 

2. Compare and contrast the family and societal structure of the target culture with my own. 

3. Identify contemporary personalities and events. 

 

Novice Mid 

4. Locate and extract information from culturally authentic materials. 

5. Identify significant historical achievements and contributions throughout history.  

6. Infer the meaning of language, behaviors, and gestures that reflect the culture. 

 

Novice High 

7. Investigate expressive products of the culture (for example: literature, film, music, dance, art, and architecture). 

8. Identify images and symbols of the culture. 

9. Identify everyday items found within homes and communities. 

CULTURES:  Intermediate  

I can… 

Intermediate Low 

1. Converse using appropriate forms of address (formal and informal) and gestures. 

2. Describe cultural characteristics and behaviors of everyday life (for example: social and geographic factors). 

3. Extract and discuss information from culturally authentic materials. 

 

Intermediate Mid 

4. Identify and discuss contemporary personalities and events. 

5. Identify and discuss significant historical achievements and contributions throughout history.  

6. Investigate and compare and contrast film, music dance, art, and architecture. 

7. Investigate and discuss expressive products of the culture (for example: literature, film, music, dance, art, and architecture). 

 

Intermediate High 

8. Create representative products of the culture. 

9. Identify and explain images and symbols of the culture. 

10. Identify and explain everyday items as found within homes and communities. 

 

 

 



CULTURES:  Advanced  

I can… 

Advanced Low 

1. Research and report on products of the culture (for example: literature, dance, music, art, and film). 

2. Investigate and create representative products of the culture. 

 

Advanced Mid 

3. Identify, analyze and explain the cultural significance of images and symbols. 

4. Analyze and discuss themes, ideas, and perspectives related to the cultures being studied. 

5. Compare and contrast cultural perspectives as they relate to social, economic, and political institutions. 

 

Advance High 

6. Analyze and explain different cultural practices. 

7. Converse in the target culture language with people from the target culture. 

8. Converse and elaborate upon different cultural practices and perspectives in the target language. 

 

 


